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MEMORANDUM TO: AD/OO 


CONFIDENTIAL 


DEC 2 3 1952 


TROUGHS {lj DD/l 

2) Assistant to the Director (| 

In turn) 

FROM: AD/SI 

SUBJECT: Request for Information on Mr. william Merchant's 

"Projecting Electronic Hay" 


1. Attention is invited to the attached letter to the DCI from 
Mr. Walter W. Covhig of Boston, Mass. which requests data from the 
files of this Agency on a "Projecting Electronic Ray.' You will 
recall we evaluated this invention of Mr. William Merchant at the 
request of the President and with the assistance of your Office in 
December 1950. The background file on this effort two years ago is 
also attached for your information. 


£. Unfortunately^ Mr. Cawhig has seen at least part of this 
Agency’s letter of 20 January 1951 closing outpour 1950 review of the 
case; and he knows we have Information on the Ray.* wcit.Ld not be 
desirable to make our technical files on this case available to him, 
nor is it recommended that we go on record in a formal letter wo aim 
denying that we have any information or transmitting the unclassified 
history of the considerations of the invent ion various ot.er 
government agencies. 


3. Therefore, it is recocmeaded that Mr. Cowhig he contacted 
informally through the appropriate field office and given uu u of the 
following unclassified information as is deemed appropriate in such a 
way as to divorce this Agency from the case end avoid any suoeeqwent 
publicity. 


a. There is no technical informtlon on the Projecting 
Electronic Ray" available with CIA that would be helpful to 
Mr. Cowhig that is not available with the inventor; Hr. Merchant. 


DOCUMENT NO. 


tAQH#M£**CtA8& 

25X45*2* 


h. The invention has been evaluated by tne 0rdaar.ee Corps, 
Department of the Army and by the Rational Inventors Council. 

(l) The idea of the "Ray" was originally offered t> 
the US Government in 1936, and it was the subject of an 
investigation contract of 9 May 19|'-o (W-ord-259 for 
$3; 000) between the Army Ordnance (Watertown arsenal; 
and the Merchant Associates; Inc . The contract was 
terminated on 8 October 193T due to failure of the ^ 

— lUJUU ' wTa - to fulfill hie contractual obligations - This 

contract and all material pertaining to it was downgraded 
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TS »4 


— — 

^f^Q**t3$elassified" on 30 July 19^7 « 
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(2) The matter was reviewed 'ey the army Ordnance 
in 1937 , upon a r e c arasaemlat i db of Mi’ • Jajiie3 Roosevelt, 
and in 1930 as the result of ©n inquiry by Senator 
H. G. Lodge, Jr. In 1940 the matter ms reopened ty an 
offer of the inventor to modify the basic idou for 'use 
as an "airplane detector . " In all cases, Arm;, Ordnance 
reviews failed to find valid reasons for a positive 
action . 


{35 Early in 1942 the same basic idea ms submitted 
to the National Inventors Council *>ich requested teehni- 
cal Information necessary for evaluation. Tois ini oriaa- 
tion was not supplied and the project of evaluation was 
abandoned . 


4. The attached papers should be returned to Central accords of 
Executive Registry upon completion of the action on the att^nad ietter 
from Hr. Cowhig. The technical files on the 'Ray" have been retamed 

by this Office. 
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CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 

OFFICIAL ROUTING SLIP 


TO 


INITIALS 

DATE 

i 

Assistant Director for 

Me 

2V- 

2 

Scientific Intelligence 

— 

0 

3 

Ex Reg for file 
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FROM 


/ 

DATE 

t 

_ 

Deputy Assistant Director for 

1 Jan 53 


Operations 

c 


3 




| | APPROVAL Q INFORMATION Qj SIGNATURE 

|~| ACTION Q DIRECT REPLY Q RETURN 

Q COMMENT [3] PREPARATION OF REPLY , Q] DISPATCH 

| j CONCURRENCE Q RECOMMENDATION Q] FILE 

REMARKS: As per your request, we are returning 
all papers in relation to "Projecting Electronic 
Ray" and letter from Mr. Walter Cowhig to the DCI. 
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CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 

OFFICIAL ROUTING SLIP 


TO 

- 

INITIALS 

DATE 

1 

AD/Scientifie Intelligence 



2 

Deputy Director/intelligence 
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Assistant to the Director 
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p Assistant Director/0 
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Ass't to the Director 

REL/af 

12/15/52 
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□ APPROVAL 

□ ACTION 
Q] COMMENT 

Q CONCURRENCE 


0 INFORMATION 
0 DIRECT REPLY 
0 PREPARATION OF REPLY 
0 RECOMMENDATION 


0 SIGNATURE 
0 RETURN 
0 DISPATCH 
0 FILE 


REMARKS: Please return all papers together 

with your recommendation. I have talked with 


— nothing to be added from that 
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B99 BOYLSTON STREET 
B □ STD N IB, MASS. 


TEL., KENMDRE 6-SB33 


December 13*1952 


General W. B. Smith, 

Central Intelligence Agency, 

2430 E Street N.W. 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear General Smithj 

On December 11th I visit ed your office where the re c- 
Frotionits turned me over to yoiaj f^o 

* . . . « « ^ - J.J .. Jit 4- U^-r^ Wo^T TA T * T .WH ITT 


Op VM vw***w« w I 

asked me to write this letter rather tnan wai ^ xor vflg 


or- 

mation I am seeking. I showed^ > JOP 7 of J 

addressed to Hon. Wells Blodgett Priest, Eaekettstown,N.J.dated 
January 20,1951 as written by Warner Stutler Authorized Contracts 
ing Officer, wherein a letter from General Smith to Judge Priest 
was referadd to. That letter was dated 12-12-50 on the subject 
of "Projecting Electronic Ray" 

The inventor of the "Projecting Electronic Ray" Mr .William 
Merchant, Woburn,Eass., has asked me to join him in the manufacture 
of the 'ray* for industrial applications but before I invest any 
substantial sums of money I must ask your assistance as being the 
only source of verifing statements made ty Mr. Merchant. 

Mr. Merchant states that he has tod four contracts with 
government agencies, the first with Army Ordanace , Contract Word-259 
dated April 30,1936,a secret contract between the United States of 
America and Merchant Assoc*, Inc*, for design and construction of 
Projector T-i, The cover sheet of the contract states 'Amount - 
$ 3 000,000.00, I would want to be permitted to read the contracts 
that follow this contract for many reasons and probably the most 
important reason is that Mr. Marchant claims that he, in all the 
contracts, retained the right to manufacture the 'ray* for industrial 
uses and that there were no leins by the government , and further 
thSt application for Letters Patent were made in his name but kept 
secret at that time for security purposes. 

The letter of January 20th referred to above states that 
the agreement regarding security was abrogated by that letter. Would 
s . -you therefore advise me wheather you are free to let me read the 

I file on the subject so that I may learn where,in what other government 

II departments there is a technical file that has evaluated the y . 

Very truly yours, 

C0WHIG INDUSTRIES 

A/f ^ 
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Swss* CrcsBslac: 

Sfr* Jersey 
Beer Hr* *V4e*t* 

fjfcj.f Agfjwwy WftafeS to th&£& yOU ?OT With itfl PCOPlO 

a ifio hm?e leaked, into the prosine *sf the * Projectin' Fl^*f *■ ttspAq tl ey” 3 
mm the ifa&mtt of H* latter ffbsi tesersl ’>?*« B# fnltfc to you 
jg Sjj||#tr SaraorsQ. Staith has 1 -ntpartoH I t© the ■’r^l^lernt 

that fiawaitdL#12|' tbo essae 14 m had boon bfde&hfb t® the rttcnt-lon of 
«if»npiwtt^ pyWBTjSKtntr a^pndiea hy tht icveaitor Aariad the feriotl ef 
193$ to 1&2* that at that tim it «a #pr s£md ter that muriate 
ptritr of the gc^wjjjafflnt and foietd to ho infeasible ©Fid c- no interest 
thj# Agency canenr# with those fiac&r.g®# 

tg$ e<P® to you herewith ©U of tht wipers ufe ieh you 

md lip# hsra side available to tit# '*111 you p'.esa# ai.fr* 

the enclosed receipt end tend it to the arrets fftren at -ore . 


re, 


Wmmm Of the outccce of our ifi**#tl€*ti«R, the a.'reoacsr.t 
‘ding security hiJiditef signed by yen and ssa dated fl ^ttoiateer 
it abrogated. 

We *r« disappointed at the outcome of id is tnpraitel bosiamt 
.. an «3*etrode wy, if effectd*®? w&fcd i*« of sre*t 
use to this country, 

1%ry truly yours* 


_sJ_ 


Au^oriW roni.ruci IH f Of ..fifctsp 


1*’ joinft lir to CC f Wotartewn AcmcjB. Tr . '% 

3PJ6 (T pfegc^}. 

2, raroala* for stateUrtg up Tube filasfenta 3 
3« Wb# filwwnts (1 psoe). 

| # Jfcagr tube dinaiita (2 pages )■* 

£* Apjsiwt Principle of the ley Mktng (1 ^e). 
6* drawing by A* W, !*«rchant, Sept# ps; n - 

Jistributioiu 

Contracting Officer 
06/C 
AD/SI ^ 

General Counsel 


M*rsb«it dated 
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^APPROVAL 

^ACTION 


^COMMENT 

HCONCURRENCE 


INFORMATION I 

l DIRECT REPLY | 

l PREPARATION OF REPLY • 

I RECOMMENDATION I 


SIGNATURE 

RETURN 

ATCH 


— J DJJSP7 
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REMARKS: 


MEMORANDUM TOR THE RECORD 


The information contained in attached 
correspondence was given verbally to the President 
by the DCI on 29 December 19. cl 
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